ECONOMIC   iND SOCIOLOGICAL

And what do you fear?   Errors?   Have your whites never erred?   And
is not the path which leads to truth always sown with errors?

Give the negroes the vote and education, and you will -shorten for
them the period of errors. The great principle which you mean to
extend to all Humanity, by proclaiming its sanctity, cannot he com-
pared to the small sum of evil which may be caused by the few transi-
tory errors of a minority. Practically speaking, you may be certain of
one thing, and that is that the men of colour, to whom you give the
vote, will vote for those who wished them to be raised to political
existence. If, on the contrary, they remain deprived of this right, they
will become the instruments of illegal agitations in the hands of those
who promise them the vote. These things will probably be said and
repeated to you much more energetically by your American com-
patriots.

But there is an argument which, so far as I know, has not yet been
touched upon by your fellow-citizens, and which nevertheless seems to
me of vital importance for you and for us all.

Your task is not finished, but only changed : a sacred duty
stands before you ; but you cannot accomplish it until you have
manfully faced and resolved the doubt which now causes you to
waver.

Every great nation has two stages of life. The first may be devoted
to its own formation, its internal organization, and the preparation, so
to say, of those elements and faculties by means of which a Nation
can undertake a given work and proceed to the fulfilment of that mission
which was assigned to it by God for the good of Humanity. A Nation
is a living mission : its life is not its own property, but a force operating
in the universal plan of Providence.

The second stage begins after the Nation has affirmed and assured its
own existence, after it has mustered its forces and shown everyone the
qualifications that it possesses for the fulfilment of its mission.

Then the Nation rises up and by noble deeds moves in harmony
with the general plan. You have traversed the first stage trium-
phantly, and are now on the threshold of the second ; you have there-
fore the choice of being false to your duty as a Nation, or of proceeding
towards the goal.

In the great battle which is being fought all over the earth between.
good and evil, between justice and despotism, between equality and
privilege, between duty and egoism, between republic and monarchy,
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